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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library: 

John  S.  Davenport 
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CC65 . DavJ : 1991 : LSSCW 
DAVENPORT,  JOHN  S ./SONDERGAARD,  TVGE 

Large  size  silver  coins  of  the  world , 16th-19th  Centuries. 

Edited  and  revised  by  Edward  D.  Milas  and  Carl  Subak. 

3rd  edition,  pub.  1991,  192pp,  illus. 

John  K.  Kallman 

PA40.KalJ:X991:MTCA 
KALLMAN,  JOHN  K. 

U.  S.  military  tokens  and  chits  used  in  Alaska. 

Private  printing  1991,  16pp,  not  illus. 

PA40 . Kal J : X991 : MCTP 
KALLMAN,  JOHN  K. 

U.  S.  Military  club  tokens  in  the  Philippines. 

Private  printing  1991,  13pp,  not  illus. 

Robert  Plemmons 

JM80 . CheA : X837 : ODRM 
CHERTKOV,  ALEXSANDR  D. 

Description  of  ancient  Russian  coins.  (Russian  text) 

Copy  of  1837  work,  63pp,  w/plates. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  also  like  to  thank  Robert 
Plemmons  and  Thomas  A.  Schil linger  for  their  gifts  of  additional 
numismatic  material  to  the  NI  Library. 


********************************************************************* 
INDONESIA'S  LARGEST  FIND  OF  GOLD  OBJECTS  & COINS 

A considerable  number  of  ancient  gold  objects  comprising  of  15  beads, 
15  crown  ornaments,  103  links  of  chains,  14  rings,  17  bracelets,  35 
circular  ornaments,  6 ornamental  lid  containers,  2 water  scoops,  6 
bowls,  7 plates,  1 bag  and  6,387  coins  totalling  27.5  kg  as  well  as 
3.9  kg  of  silver  objects  were  found  in  a village  of  Klaten  Regency, 

C*.  Java,  in  1990.  The  finding  was  considered  to  have  been  the  pos- 
session of  a high-rank  person  (a  noble  or  an  officer)  in  the  period 
of  Mataram  Kingdom  (732-928)  as  attested  by  three  porcelain  jars  of 
the  T'ang  Dynasty.  It  supports  the  location  of  Mataram  Kingdon,  as 
an  ancient  settlement,  which  has  been  in  dispute. 

The  most  outstanding  number  of  6,387  gold  coins  (totalling  15.5  kg), 
resembling  Indian  corns  with  inscribed  Sanskrit  character,  the  Krish- 
nala  24  (2.4  grams)  were  the  common  means  of  payment  used  during  early 
Hindu  period  (VIII -XI 1 1 century)  before  being  replaced  mainly  by 
Chinese  cash.  It's  surprising  that  no  other  weight  has  been  found, 
especially  Krishnala  6 which  are  commonly  found  in  the  riverbeds. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
James  D.  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 


They  are  now  in  disposition  of  the 
National  Museum  at  Jakarta.  The 
finders  were  rewarded  $19,620  by 


Krishnala  24  (piloncito  type)  the  president  in  1991. 


(Submitted  by  Alexandre  Lucien  IM) 
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FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Collector  yearns  for  a new  "Brown  Book"  instead  of  the  "phone  book" 

I have  just  finished  reading  Dale  Seppa's  review  of  the  17th  edition 
of  Krause's  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins  which  appeared  in  the  Novem 
ber  issue  of  the  NI  Bulletin.  I enjoyed  it,  and  I must  admit  that  my 
wife  also  enjoyed  it,  that  was  until  I lugged  in  the  two  volume  set  and 
dropped  it  on  her  lap. 

Dale's  article  should  have  been  prefaced  with  the  words,  "Dealers  Only 
- Alert!"  Can  anyone  imagine  collectors,  just  becoming  interested  in 
foreign  coins,  carting  either  the  two  volume,  or  the  one  volume,  issue 
around  with  them  while  they  browse  through  junk  boxes  for  the  odd  bar- 
gain? Years  ago,  when  I started  on  my  numismatic  pilgrimage,  I possess 
ed  a Yeoman's  "Brown  Book".  Between  issues  they  became  well  thumbed, 
marked,  torn,  and  worn,  but  they  would  fit  in  my  coat  pocket,  and  I 
would  haul  them  out  to  compare  the  beautiful  photographs  of  the  "common 
issues"  with  those  coins  that  the  various  dealers  had  displayed.  They 
stimulated  my  interest,  and  my  appetite  for  collecting  increased  with 
age.  As  did  my  desire  to  some  day  own  a more  detailed  reference,  such 
as  that  now  produced  by  Krause. 

Dale  speaks  from  a viewpoint  of  the  "seated  clas".  He  is  able  to  rest 
his  nine  pound,  two  volume  reference  set,  on  his  bourse  table;  but  the 
average  collector  will  not,  and  I repeat  not,  lug  a book  around  with 
them  that  weighs  more  than  their  entire  coin  collection. 

If  we  want  dealers,  and  established  collectors,  to  buy  the  Kruase  ref- 
erence, then  by  all  means  draw  it  to  our  attention  with  such  reviews 
as  provided  by  Dale  Seppa.  But,  if  we  want  to  encourage  potential 
collectors,  then  I submit  that  it  would  be  in  the  dealers  best  financ- 
ial interest  to  get  some  one  to  start  publi shing  (wi th  Krause  numbers), 
something  similar  to  the  old  "Brown  Book". 

Beginning  collectors  interested  in  American  coins  carry  the  "Red  Book". 
No  way,  on  God's  green  earth,  would  they  cart  around  the  complete 
series  of  Bowers  and  Merena  sales  catalogs  on  the  same  subject.  No 
way  on  this  same  green  earth  will  a budding  foreign  coin  collector, 
with  limited  funds, purchase,  much  less  carry,  the  Krause  "phone  book". 
Someone  has  got  to  provide  the  potential  foreign  coin  market  with  an 
inexpensive,  light,  beginning  reference  in  the  old  "Brown  Book"  style. 
If  dealers  are  unwilling  to  encourage,  even  underwrite  such  venture, 
then  they  shouldn't  complain  about  the  lack  of  buyers  hovering  around 
their  tables  at  each  convention.  They  will  have  to  be  satisfied  with 
an  ever  shrinking  group  who  occasionally  buy  to  add  to  collections 
that  were  originally  stimulated  by  a very  small,  and  much  loved, 

"Brown  Book". 

If  the  above  suggested  rejuvenation  is  still  viewed  as  an  impractical 
or  impossible  task,  might  I humbly  recommend  that  once  every  five 
years  Krause  split  their  issue  into  five  or  more  individual  books 
broken  down  by  continents,  or  related  areas  of  interest? 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

Colebrook,  New  Hampshire 
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SWEDISH  "STAMPEL  PAPPER" 


11 P re  cursorial  Paper  Money"? 


Greg  Franck-Weiby , Silverton3  Oregon 3 NI  #2106 

Recently  a group  of  Swedish  fiscal  paper  "whatzits"  has  appeared  in 
the  paper  money  market  in  the  U.S.  They  were  first  advertised  as 
"appearin' ngl  to  be  remainders",  presumably  of  some  kind  of  small 
change  note  because  they  have  printed  denominations  ranging  from 
three  to  twenty-four  schillingar. 

Three  non-specialist  paper  money  dealers  and  a widely  published  nota- 
philist  have  speculated  that  they  may  be  "some  type  of  precursorial 
paper  money".  Subsequently  a person  of  more  specialized  expertise 
examined  them  and  identified  them  as  "stampel  papper",  which  more  or 
less  corresponds  to  British  'Revenue  Paper".  Since  the  banknote 
sized  pieces  offered  for  sale  had  evidently  been  cut  out  of  much 
larger  sheets  of  paper,  there  is  some  concern  that  the  original  docu- 
ments had  been  modified  for  the  purpose  of  leading  paper  money  col- 
lectors to  believe  that  they  were  originally  intended  to  circulate 
as  currency. 


These  "notes"  appear  to  be  hand  cut  (some  with  a "deckle  edge"  on  one 
side)  rectangles  with  the  longer  dimension  horizontal  and  ranging 
from  98  to  190  millimeters.  There  is  no  standard  size  for  a partic- 
ular denomination,  and  no  relationship  between  the  denomination  and 
the  size.  The  paper  is  somewhat  coarse  and  shows  a watermark-like 
pattern  made  by  the  paper-making  screen,  consisting  of  closely  spaced 
horizontal  lines  (about  a millimeter  apart)  and  vertical  lines  about 
24  millimeters  apart.  The  denomination  is  represented  in  a watermark, 
sometimes  horizontally,  sometimes  rotated  ninety  degrees,  with  thick 


outline  form  numerals  and  letters, 
breviated  "SK.",  and  in  others  as  "S 


"Skillingar"  is  in  some  cases  ab- 
" followed  by  a triangle. 

All  of  these  "notes"  have  a 
48  mm  x 30  mm  embossed  seal  in 
the  upper  left  corner  (see 
photo).  All  of  the  seals  pic- 
ture a sword  over  an  open  book 
over  a sickle  and  a caduceus. 
There  are  several  lines  of  text 
on  the  pages  of  the  book  which 
are  probably  clearly  legible  on 
the  embossing  die,  but  are  not 
legible  on  any  of  the  "notes" 
because  of  the  coarse  texture  of 
the  paper.  Over  the  top  of  the 
whole  image  is  the  inscription 
"SVEA  RIKES  STANDERS"  (literally 
something  like  "State  of  the 
land  of  the  Swedes",  perhaps  more 
idiomatically  "Swedish  Govern- 
ment"). Below  the  image  is  the 
inscription  "CHARTA  SIGILLATA" 
(i.e.  "sealed"  or  stamped  paper). 
The  denomination  is  embossed  in 
a panel  at  the  bottom  of  the 
seal  in  each  case;  here  the  unit 
is  abbreviated  "SCH.". 
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On  all,  the  denomination  is  printed  in  7 mm  tall  typeset  numerals  and 
letters  directly  below  the  seal;  "schi 1 1 ingar"  is  abbreviated  "SCH." 
in  each  case  (see  photocopy  illustration).  Also  a name,  which  appears 


Posi ti on 
of  stamp 


Watermark 


to  "A.  Ygberg",  in  script  style  letters,  is  printed  below  the  denomi- 
nation, sometimes hori zontally,  sometimes  rotated  ninety  degrees. 

(This  could  be  the  name  of  the  tax  collector  who  sold  the  stampel 
appper.)  All  of  this  printing  is  in  black  ink  and  generally  not 
solidly  inked. 

All  but  one  of  the  "notes"  examined  have  a four  digit  serial  number 
hand  written  over  the  embossed  seal  in  a dark  brown  ink.  Numbers 
range  from  1411  to  4717.  Only  one  of  these  pieces  has  any  other 
writing  on  it;  the  24  skillingar  piece  has  a single  sentence  in  two 
lines,  written  in  the  same  dark  brown  ink.  Not  all  of  the  words  are 
clear,  but  it  appears  to  refer  to  be  an  application  to  a court  ("Til 
hov...".  I cannot  tell  whether  a complete  translation  would  indicate 
whether  this  was  an  application  to  the  Royal  Court  for,  say,  an  ap- 
pointment, or  whether  it  was  to  a court  of  law  for  some  legal  remedy. 
However,  the  form  of  the  statement  is  suggestive  of  a lawyer's  nota- 
tion identifying  a case  file. 

These  were  tentatively  attributed  to  the  period  1830  - 1855,  "or  a 
bit  earlier".  Since  a monetary  reform  in  1830  introduced  a new  "skil- 
ling banco"  unit  to  replace  the  "skilling"  unit  used  from  1798  to  1830 
(two  and  two-thirds  skilling  banco  equalled  one  old  skilling),  I would 
assume  that  an  official  document,  as  these  certainly  must  be,  would 
specify  "skilling  banco"  if  they  had  been  printed  after  1830. 

While  the  paper,  printing  and  embossing  are  all  similar  to  the  style 
observed  in  European  paper  money  issued  as  early  as  the  1790 ' s , the 
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use  of  the  skilling  unit  suggests  to  me  that  these  were  printed  after 
1798,  since  the  Krause  and  Pick  catalogues  list  no  Swedish  coins  or 
paper  money  denominated  in  skillings  before  that  date.  However, 
realizing  that  Sweden's  long  history  of  inflation  driven  monetary 
reforms  involved  some  re-shuffling  of  traditional  monetary  unit  names 
- not  necessarily  reflected  in  colloquial  usage  - my  deductions  must 
defer  to  the  more  detailed  knowledge  of  Swedish  specialists. 

So  what  are  these  things?  Alexander  Basok  identified  them  as  "stampel 
papper",  and  noted  that  they  are  exactly  the  same  type  as  Russian 
"Gerbovaya  Bumaga"  (translated  as  "paper  bearing  official  coat  of 
arms").  These  were  large  sheets  of  paper  "used  for  any  legal  trans- 
action demanding  a fee.  The  amount  indicated  on  these  is  the  amount 
of  fees  collected.  They  had  5 or  6 major  fee  categories  and,  depend- 
ing on  the  specifics  of  the  transaction,  one  or  another  type  of  paper 
with  corresponding  amount  was  used." 

Basok  compares  this  to  the  practice  of  preprinting  a two  cent  revenue 
stamp  on  personal  check  blanks  in  the  U.S.  (in  the  1880's  and  1890's). 
He  also  mentioned  that  the  closest  English  equivalent  would  be  "reve- 
nue paper".  The  practice  of  taxing  all  paper  used  for  legal  documents, 
and  indicating  the  tax  paid  with  an  embossed  stamp,  dates  back  to  the 
mid-seventeenth  century  in  Britain  - more  than  a century  before  the 
Stamp  Act  of  1765  that  so  enraged  the  British  North  American  colonists 
that  they  tarred  and  feathered  the  tax  collectors.  A philatelic  his- 
tory by  James  MacKay  notes  that  stamped  paper  of  the  Charta  Sigillata 
type  was  used  for  legal  documents  in  Sweden  since  1660. 

Examples  of  nineteenth  century  British  revenue  paper  occasionally  ap- 
pear in  the  antique  market,  most  commonly  in  the  form  of  land  titles 
and  deeds  of  sale.  These  are  usually  very  large  documents  - two  feet 
wide,  or  more  - often  beautifully  hand  written.  The  embossed  tax 
stamps  in  the  margins  are  sometimes  simply  embossed  on  the  paper,  but 
in  other  cases  may  be  embossed  over  a small  piece  of  blue  paper  pasted 
to  the  document,  or  embossed  over  a piece  of  metal  (lead?)  foil  set 
in  slots  in  the  paper.  MacKay  describes  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  stamps 
as  "embossed  on  stout  paper  ...  affixed  to  parchment  documents  by  lead 
staples,  secured  on  the  reverse  by  small  adhesive  labels  pasted  over 
them. " 

Dale  Seppa  notes  that  the  stampel  paper  is  reminiscent  of  Latin  Amer- 
ican "papel  sellado"  (literally,  stamped  or  sealed  paper)  used  for 
practically  all  legal  documents  and  transactions  in  countries  such  as 
Ecuador.  While  twentieth  century  papel  sellado  is  typically  in  the 
form  of  pre-printed  document  forms,  nineteenth  century  versions  may 
be  similar  to  the  stampel  papper  described  here. 

The  collectibles  that  I am  aware  of  that  most  closely  resemble  these 
pieces  of  stampel  papper  are  the  British  Indian  Hundis  of  the  types 
issued  in  the  1860's.  These  latter  pieces  were  printed  on  water  marked 
paper  (initially  showing  the  arms  of  the  East  India  Co.,  later  the 
British  Royal  Arms)  and  had  embossed  stamps  specifying  the  amount  of 
tax  levied  on  the  hundi . The  Calcutta  Stamp  Office  issues  were  em- 
bossed with  finely  engraved  dies  - later  issues  included  a portrait  of 
Queen  Victoria  - of  workmanship  comparable  to  the  stampel  papper  em- 
bossing. In  the  later  1860 's,  the  tax  rate  denominations  were  type- 
set printed  in  blue  ink  in  addition  to  the  embossed  stamp. 
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Like  the  stampel  papper,  hundis  were  issued  in  a sequence  of  denomin- 
ations corresponding  to  the  tax  rate  structure  - commonly  one  anna  per 
hundred  rupees  of  the  transaction  accomplished  by  the  hundi . At  least 
one  stampel  papper  denomination  - 9 schillingar  - wouldn't  make  sense 
as  a small  change  note  for  an  even  fraction  of  a riksdaler,  but  it 
would  make  sense  as  part  of  a fee  schedule  for  the  tax  on  a range  of 
transacti  ons. 

After  1881,  a common  practic  was  to  splice  together  two  or  more  hundis 
so  that  their  combined  stamps  equalled  the  tax  rate  for  a large  trans- 
action. In  fact,  two  of  the  pieces  of  stampel  papper  in  the  group 
examined  are  pasted  together,  and  combining  the  value  of  their  tax 
stamps  may  have  been  the  purpose.  Although  sometimes  pasted  to  related 
documents,  the  hundis  were  typically  spliced  together  by  sewing  them 
with  thread  along  one  edge.  One  of  the  pieces  of  stampel  papper  ex- 
amined is  similarly  "sewn"  to  a small  square  of  paper  that  shows  evi- 
dence of  having  been  pasted  to  another  larger  piece  of  paper.  Several 
of  the  other  pieces  of  stampel  papper  have  pin  holes  that  were  likely 
made  for  the  same  purpose  of  thread  attachment. 

It  is  likely  that  the  Swedish  stampel  papper,  like  the  British  homeland 
type  revenue  paper,  the  Russian  gerbovaya  bumaga,  and  the  hispanic 
papel  sellado,  served  non-financial  purposes  such  as  land  title  record- 
ing, applications  to  administrative  bureaucracies  and  petitions  to 
courts  of  law,  that  would  require  large  documents,  as  well  as  financial 
transactions  that  could  conveniently  be  accomplished  by  small  documents. 
Hundis,  on  the  other  hand,  were  exclusively  financial  "credit  instru- 
ments", with  functions  ranging  from  bearer  obligation  promissory  notes, 
to  traveller's  checks,  to  bills  of  lading  or  invoices.  None  of  the 
hundis  I've  seen  are  larger  than  a contemporary  (i.e.  pre-1920's) 
Government  of  India  ten  rupee  note.  However,  the  partial  watermarks 
observed  on  the  hundis  of  the  1860 's  and  ' 70 ' s show  that  they  were  all 
cut  out  of  large  sheets  of  paper. 

While  the  Government  of  India  hundis  were  not  serial  numbered  (at 
least  by  the  stamp  office  that  issued  them),  some  of  the  hundis  issued 
by  the  Indian  Princely  states  were  serial  numbered.  The  presence  of 
the  serial  numbers  on  these  stampel  papper  pieces,  as  well  as  their 
small  size  in  relation  to  the  original  sheets,  could  be  evidence  that 
these  pieces  wre  prepared  for  use  for  financial  documents. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  apparently  non-financial  nature  of  the  inscrip- 
tion on  the  24  skillingar  note  suggests  that  attaching  small  pieces  of 
stamped  paper  represents  a transition  from  a practice  of  requiring 
that  each  page  of  a document  be  written  on  stamped  paper  to  more  sim- 
ply taxing  the  document  as  a whole.  The  next  logical  step  would  be 
an  adhesive  stamp. 

In  fact,  MacKay  identifies  as  one  of  the  "claimants  to  the  title  of 
father  of  the  adhesive  postage  stamp...  Curry  Gabriel  Treffenberg 
carta  sigillata,  in  Sweden  as  early  as  1823."  MacKay  notes  that, 
from  1824  to  1872,  stamped  sheets  called  "tidnigns  stamplarna"  were 
used  as  newspaper  wrappers  to  indicate  a tax  on  newspapers;  although 
this  tax  was  not  postage,  the  wrapper  "did  allow  free  transmission 
[of  the  newspaper:  by  post."  However,  it  is  not  clear  from  this 
source  whether  these  tidnigns  stamplarna  were  sheets  with  embossed 
seals,  like  the  stampel  papper,  or  with  printed  adhesive  stamps. 
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On  the  stampel  papper,  the  position  of  the  serial  number  over  the 
stamp  suggests  that  the  serial  number  may  have  served  as  a cancellation, 
as  well  as  a record  keeping  function  for  the  tax  collector.  In  any 
case,  the  absence  of  any  other  writing  on  all  but  one  of  these  pieces 
probably  does  not  indicate  that  these  were  unused  remainders;  the 
presence  of  the  serial  numbers,  as  well  as  evidence  of  having  been  at- 
tached to  other  documents  suggests  that  these  pieces  were  indeed  used 
- either  to  pay  the  tax  on  a document  written  on  unstamped  paper,  or 
to  augment  the  tax  paid  on  another  piece  of  stamped  paper.  This  use 
could  also  account  for  the  relatively  small  size  of  the  pieces. 

In  conclusion,  these  pieces  are  examples  of  officially  taxed  paper  for 
legal/commerci al  use.  Although  some  of  the  uses  are  related  to  paper 
money  as  financial  documents  complementing  the  contemporary  currency 
system,  they  did  not  circulate  as  currency  themselves.  "Precursorial 
paper  money"  is  not  an  accurate  description,  and  likely  to  be  mis- 
leading. To  the  extent  they  are  "precursorial"  to  anything,  they  are 
precursors  to  adhesive  tax  stamps. 

I believe  that  these  particular  pieces  were  used,  and  that  it  is  likely 
that  they  were  cut  down  to  their  present  size  at  the  time  of  their 
original  use,  i.e.  the  fact  that  they  were  cut  out  of  larger  sheets 
does  not  necessarily  indicate  that  they  were  cut  for  the  purpose  of 
deceiving  collectors  about  their  original  nature  and  function.  How- 
ever, the  fact  that  they  appear  to  have  been  detached  from  other 
documents  does  raise  questions  about  the  intentions  of  whoever  detach- 
ed them.  Detaching  them  complicates  attempts  to  study  their  original 
function. 

The  combination  of  old  style  paper,  watermarks,  printing,  hand-writing, 
and  a handsome  embossed  seal  gives  these  pieces  an  appeal  as  an  "ex- 
onumia"  col lecti ble  simi  lar  to  the  appeal  of  Indian  hundis.  The  many 
types  of  hundis  illustrate  a common  developmental  pattern  for  taxing 
legal /financial  paper  throughout  the  world,  progressing  from  embossed 
seals,  through  adhesive  stamps,  to  printed  forms.  These  pieces  of 
stampel  papper  may  be  key  examples  of  the  sequence  in  Scnadinanvia 
that  could  be  worthy  of  study  as  a whole  new  col  lecti  ble  field  in  it- 
self. 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


R.  R.  Kutcher,  Lincoln , Nebraska,  NI  #1289 

NO.  74  - JOHN  I,  DUCAS  VATATZE  (1222-1254) 

Theodore's  eight  year  old  son,  Constantine,  seems  to  have  left  the 
Court  with  his  mother  when  John  became  the  new  emperor,  even  though 
it  is  possible  that  Theodore  may  have  intended  for  John  to  rule  as  a 
guardian  and  Co-Emperor  with  his  son.  However,  John  proved  himself 
to  be  an  able  soldier,  and  under  him  the  Empire  of  Nicaea  grew  in 
size  and  importance.  In  1246,  this  small  empire  absorbed  the  Empire 
of  Thessalonica  and  in  1254,  the  year  of  John's  death,  the  last  of 
the  independent  Greek  Despots,  Michael  of  Epirus,  submitted  to  the 
power  of  Nicaea. 

In  John's  thirty-two  year  reign,  he  was  a wise  and  considerate  states- 
man, and  had  the  loyal  and  whole-hearted  support  of  his  wife  Irene. 
After  this  ideal  partnership  of  some  nineteen  years,  the  Empress  Irene 
died.  The  Emperor,  who  was  then  over  sixty  years  old,  sought  consol- 
ation in  matrimony  again.  He  wed  Anna,  the  daughter  of  Emperor 
Frederick  II,  and  sister  of  Manfred  of  Sicily,  a child  of  quite 
tender  years.  The  marriage  was  not  a success,  at  least  from  the 
bride's  point  of  view.  In  the  new  Empress's  train  was  an  Italian 
Marchioness  whose  name  has  not  come  down  to  us,  but  who  took  the  place 
of  the  young  Empress  at  court  in  everything  but  legitimate  rank. 

The  Coinage 

All  coinage  was  struck  at  the  Mint  of  Magnesia. 

A/  Hyperpyron 


First  coinage 

Obv.  K€RO  H0€l . 1C  XC  in  field. 

Christ,  bearded  and  nimbate,  wearing  tunic  and  colobion,  seated  upon 
throne  without  back;  right  hand  raised  in  benediction,  holds  Gospels  in 
left._ 

Rev.  +IUJA(ECn . ©V  FTP  in  upper  right  field. 

Half-length  figure  of  emperor  on  left,  and  of  Virgin  nimbate,  holding 
between  them  patriarchal  cross  on  long  shaft.  Emperor  wears  stemma, 
divitision,  collar-piece,  and  panelled  loros  of  simplified  type;  holds  anexi- 
kakia  in  right  hand.  Virgin  wears  tunic  and  maphorion.  Manus  Dei  in 
upper  left  field. 


First  coinage 


Second  coinage 
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Second  coinage 
Obv.  1C  XC  in  field. 

Christ,  bearded  and  nimbate,  wearing  tunic  and  colobion,  seated  upon 
throne  without  back;  right  hand  raised  in  benediction,  holds  Gospels  in 
left_ 

Rev.  IUJ  A6CI10TH  Tilf(CD)  nOP(t>VPOr€NNHTUJ  (usually  abbreviated)  in  two 
columnar  groups.  MhP  ©V  in  upper  right  field. 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor  on  left,  crowned  by  Virgin  nimbate.  Em- 
peror wears  stemma,  divitision,  collar-piece,  and  panelled  loros  of  simpli- 
fied type;  holds  in  right  hand  labarum  on  long  shaft,  and  in  left, 
anexikakia.  Virgin  wears  tunic  and  maphorion. 


AR  Trachy 


Type  A 


Type  A 

Obv.  1C  XC  in  field. 

Christ,  bearded  and  nimbate,  wearing  tunic  and  colobion,  seated  upon 
throne  with  back;  holds  Gospels  in  left  hand. 

Rev.  HUA€CnOT  0,KUJTANTIN 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor  on  left,  and  of  St.  Constantine,  bearded 
and  nimbate,  holding  between  them  long  shaft  at  head  of  which  a star 
and  transverse  bar.  Emperor  wears  stemma,  divitision,  collar-piece,  and 
jewelled  loros  of  simplified  type;  holds  scepter  cruciger  in  right  hand. 
Saint,  similarly  dressed,  but  with  sagion  in  addition,  holds  anexikakia 
in  left  hand. 


Type  B 
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Type  B 

Obv.  M-P  ©V  in  upper  field. 

Virgin  nimbate,  wearing  tunic  and  maphorion,  seated  upon  throne  with 
back;  holds  beardless,  nimbate  head  of  Christ  on  breast. 

Rev.  IlDAGCnOTIC  1C  XC  OXAAKITIC  — or  var. 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor,  on  left,  crowned  by  Christ  Chalcitis. 
Emperor  wears  stemina,  divitision,  collar-piece,  panelled  loros  of  simpli- 
fied type,  and  sagion;  holds  in  right  hand  labarum-headed  scepter,  and 
in  left  globus  cruciger.  Christ  wears  tunic  and  colobion,  holds  Gospels  in 
left  hand. 


Type  C 


Type  C 

Obv.  1C  XC  in  field. 

Christ  bearded  and  nimbate,  wearing  tunic  and  colobion,  seated  upon 
throne  without  back;  right  hand  raised  in  benediction,  holds  Gospels  in 

left. 

Rev.  lUJACCnOTH  O,0€OAtliP  , 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor  on  left,  and  of  St.  Theodore,  bearded  anc 
nimbate,  holding  between  them  long  shaft,  at  the  head  of  which  a star 
Emperor  wears  stemma,  divitision,  jewelled  loros  of  simplified  type  an 
sagion;  holds  sheathed  sword,  point  downward,  in  right  hand.  Saint 
wears  short  military  tunic,  breastplate,  and  sagion;  holds  sheat  le 
sword,  point  downward,  in  left  hand. 


Type  D 


Type  D 

Obv.  1C  XC  O CMMANWHA  in  two  columnar  groups.  # . 

Bust  of  Christ  Emmanuel,  beardless  and  nimbate,  wearing  tunic  an 

colobion ; holds  scroll  in  left  hand. 
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Rev.  101  OAriOC 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor  on  left,  and  of  St.  Theodore(P),  bearded 
and  nimbate,  holding  between  them  patriarchal  cross  on  long  shaft  and 
three(?)  steps.  Emperor  wears  stemma,  divitision,  and  panelled  chlamys; 
holds  sheathed  sword,  point  downward,  in  right  hand.  Saint  wears 
short  military  tunic,  breastplate  and  sagion;  holds  sheathed  sword,  point 
downward,  in  left  hand. 


Type  E 

Type  E 

Obv.  hTF  ©V  in  upper  field. 

Virgin  nimbate,  wearing  tunic  and  maphorion,  seated  upon  throne  with 
back;  holds  beardless,  nimbate  head  of  Christ  on  breast. 


Rev. 


HU 

A 

ec 

no 


© 

A 

y 

K 


Full-length  figure  of  emperor  on  left,  and  of  St.  Constantine(P)  bearded, 
holding  between  them  long  shaft  at  the  head  of  which  a cross  with- 
in circle,  and  at  the  base  of  which  a globe.  Emperor  wears  stemma, 
divitision,  jewelled  loros  of  simplified  type,  and  sagion;  holds  scepter 
cruciger  in  right  hand.  Saint,  similarly  dressed,  but  with  triangular  orna- 
ments to  stemma,  holds  scepter  cruciger  in  left  hand. 


Type  F 

Obv.  1C  XC  O 6MMANWHA  in  two  columnar  groups. 

Bust  of  Christ  Emmanuel,  beardless  and  nimbate,  wearing  tunic  and 
colobion;  holds  scroll  in  left  hand. 

ITU  O 

ACC  A 
Rev.  no  y 
KA 
C 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor,  standing  on  dais,  wearing  stemma,  diviti- 
sion, jewelled  loros  of  simplified  type,  and  sagion;  holds  in  right  hand 
labarum-headed  scepter,  and  in  left,  globus  cruciger.  Manus  Dei  in  upper 
right  field. 
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Type  G 


Type  G 

Obv.  1C  XC  O 6MMANWHA  in  two  columnar  groups. 

Bust  of  Christ  Emmanuel,  beardless  and  nimbate,  wearing  tunic  and 
colobion;  holds  Gospels  (sic)  in  left  hand. 


lUl  O 
A€  A 
Rev.  cn  y 
OT  K 
A 


Full-length  figure  of  emperor,  wearing  stemma,  divitision,  jewelled  loros 
of  simplified  type,  and  sagion;  holds  in  right  hand  labarum-headed  scep- 
ter, and  in  left,  anexikakia.  Manus  Dei  in  upper  right  field. 


Type  H 


Type  H 


Obv. 

Full-length  figure  of  Archangel  Michacl(P),  wearing  divitision,  panelled 
loros  of  simplified  type,  and  sagion;  holds  in  right  hand  scepter(?)  and  in 
left,  globus  cruciger. 


Rev. 


O 

A 

K 

A 


Full-length  figure  of  emperor,  wearing  stemma,  divitision,  jewelled 
loros  of  simplified  type,  and  sagion;  holds  in  right  hand  labarum-headed 
scepter,  and  in  left,  patriarchal  cross  on  three  steps. 


Type  I (No  illustration ) 


Type  I 

Obv.  M ©V  in  upper  field. 

Virgin  nimbate,  wearing  tunic  and  maphorion,  seated  upon  throne  with 
back;  holds  beardless,  nimbate  head  of  Christ  on  breast. 

Rev. 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor  on  left,  crowned  by  Christ,  beardless  and 
nimbate.  Emperor  wears  stemma,  divitision,  collar-piece,  and  jewelled 
loros  of  simplified  type;  holds  in  right  hand  anexikakia,  and  in  left, 
globus  cruciger.  Christ  wears  tunic  and  colobion;  holds  scroll( ?)  in  left 
hand.  Two  asterisks  between  figures. 
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Bill.  Trach.y 


Type  A 


Type  A 

Obv.  A X in  upper  field. 

Three-quarter  length  figure  of  Archangel  Michael,  wearing  short  military 
tunic,  breastplate,  and  sagion;  holds  in  right  hand  sword,  resting  over 
shoulder,  and  in  left,  globus. 


Rev.  IW  . 1C  XC  in  upper  field. 

€ 

C 

n 

o 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor  on  left,  crowned  by  Christ,  bearded  and 
nimbate.  Emperor  wears  stemma,  divitision,  and  chlamys;  holds  in 
right  hand  anexikakia,  and  in  left,  globus  cruciger.  Christ  wears  tunic 
and  colobion,  holds  Gospels  in  left  hand. 


Type  B 

O 

a re 
Obv.  n wp 
°c 

Figure  of  St.  George,  beardless  and  nimbate,  wearing  short  military 
tunic,  breastplate,  and  sagion;  holds  in  right  hand  spear,  and  in  left, 
shield. 

Rev.  IOiA€ 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor  on  left,  crowned  by  Christ,  bearded  and 
nimbate.  Emperor  wears  stemma,  divitision,  and  chlamys;  holds  in  right 
hand  labarum-headed  scepter,  and  in  left,  globus  cruciger.  Christ  wears 
tunic  and  colobion;  holds  Gospels  in  left  hand. 


Type  B 


Type  C 
Obv.  ^ 


©V 

+ 


in  field. 


Full-length  figure  of  Virgin  nimbate,  wearing  tunic  and  maphorion; 
holds  beardless,  nimbate  head  of  Christ  on  breast. 
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Rev.  XC  in  upper  field. 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor  on  left,  crowned  by  Christ,  bearded  and 
nimbate.  Emperor  wears  stemma,  divitision,  and  panelled  chlamys; 
holds  in  right  hand  labarum-headed  scepter,  and  in  left,  anexikakia. 
Christ  wears  tunic  and  colobion;  holds  Gospels  in  left  hand. 

Type  D _ 

ir  y c 

Obv.  in  field. 

"T~  + 

Full-length  figure  of  Christ,  bearded  and  nimbate,  wearing  tunic  and 
colobion;  right  hand  raised  in  benediction,  holds  Gospels  in  left. 


Rev.  I UJ An 

Figure  of  emperor  on  left,  and  of  Virgin  nimbate,  holding  between  them 
patriarchal  cross  on  long  shaft.  Emperor  wears  stemma,  divitision,  jew- 
elled loros  of  simplified  type,  and  sagion;  holds  in  right  hand  labarum- 
headed  scepter.  Virgin  wears  tunic  and  maphorion. 


Type  D Type  E 


Type  E 

Obv.  1C  XC  O EMMANyHA  in  two  columnar  groups 

Bust  of  Christ  Emmanuel,  beardless  and  nimbate,  wearing  tunic  and 
colobion;  holds  scroll  in  left  hand. 

IUJ  O 
Rev.  AG  K 
UJ 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor  on  left,  and  of  St.  Constantine  bearded, 
holding  between  them  patriarchal  cross  on  long  shaft,  at  the  base  of 
which,  three  steps.  Emperor  wears  stemma,  divitision,  jewelled  loros  of 
simplified  type,  and  sagion;  holds  labarum-headed  scepter  in  right  hand. 
Saint  similarly  dressed;  holds  scepter  cruciger  in  left  hand. 


Type  F 

Obv.  1C  XC  in  field. 

Christ,  bearded  and  nimbate,  wearing  tunic  and  colobion,  seated  upon 
throne  without  back;  right  hand  raised  in  benediction,  holds  Gospels  in 


left. 


Rev. 


Mil 

AGC 

noT 

HC 


O 

A 

y 

KA 

C 


Full-length  figure  of  emperor,  wearing  stemma,  divitision,  and  chlamys; 
holds  in  right  hand  labarumon  long  shaft,  and  in  left,  globus  surmount- 
ed by  patriarchal  cross. 
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Type  F Type  G 


Type  G 

Obv.  hTF  ©V  in  upper  field. 

Virgin  nimbate,  wearing  tunic  and  niaphorion,  seated  upon  throne  with 
back;  holds  beardless,  nimbate  head  of  Christ  on  breast. 
iTu  A 
Rev.  W 
K 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor,  wearing  stemma,  divitision,  collar-piece, 
jewelled  loros  of  simplified  type,  and  sagion;  holds  in  right  hand  laba- 
rum-headed  scepter,  and  in  left,  globus  cruciger. 


Type  H _ 
1C 

Obv.  X 
AA 


XC 

K1 

TH 


Full-length  figure  of  Christ  Chalcitis,  standing  on  dais,  wearing  tunic 
and  colobion;  right  hand  raised  in  benediction,  holds  Gospels  in  left. 


HU 

Rev. 


O 

A 

y 

KA 

C 


Full-length  figure  of  emperor  standing  on  dais,  wearing  stemma,  diviti- 
sion, jewelled  loros  of  simplified  type,  and  sagion;  holds  in  right  hand 
labarum-headed  scepter,  and  in  left,  sheathed  sword,  point  downward. 


Type  H 


Type  I 


Type  I 

Obv.  hTF  SV  in  upper  field. 

Virgin  nimbate,  wearing  tunic  and  maphorion,  seated  upon  throne  with 
back;  holds  nimbate,  beardless  head  of  Christ  on  breast. 

Rev.  lUfACCn  *A«K 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor,  wearing  stemma,  divitision,  collar-piece, 
jewelled  loros  of  simplified  type,  and  sagion;  holds  in  right  hand  anexi- 
kakia,  and  in  left,  globus  surmounted  by  labarum  which  he  holds  by  the 
shaft. 
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Type  J (No  illustration) 


Type  J _ 

Obv.  1C  XC  in  field. 

Bust  of  Christ,  beardless  and  nimbate,  wearing  tunic  and  colobion;  holds 
scroll  in  left  hand. 

Rev. 

Half-length  figure  of  emperor,  wearing  stemma,  divitision,  panelled 
loros  of  simplified  type,  and  sagion;  holds  in  right  hand  labarum-headed 
scepter,  and  in  left,  globus  surmounted  by  patriarchal  cross. 

Type  K 

© "PI 
Obv.  Al  O 
hrH  C 

Full-length  figure  of  St.  Demetrius,  nimbate,  wearing  short  military 
tunic,  breastplate,  and  sagion;  holds  in  right  hand  spear,  and  in  left, 
shield. 

Rev.  UM<ECn  OAWKA 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor,  seated  upon  throne  with  back,  wearing 
stemma,  divitision,  collar-piece,  and  panelled  loros  of  simplified  type; 
holds  in  right  hand  scepter  cruciger,  and  in  left,  globus  cruciger. 


Type  L 

Obv.  DP  ©V  in  field. 

Half-length  figure  of  Virgin  nimbate,  orans,  wearing  tunic  and  maphorion. 
Rev.  UD 

Half-length  figure  of  emperor  on  left,  and  of  Virgin  nimbate  (holding 
between  them  labarum  on  long  shaft?)  Emperor  wears  stemma,  diviti- 
sion, collar-piece,  and  jewelled  loros  of  simplified  type;  holds  scepter 
cruciger  in  right  hand.  Virgin  wears  tunic  and  maphorion. 

AE  Tetarteron 

Type  A 
Obv. 

Square  formed  of  four  interlaced  bands  ornamented  with  pellets. 

„ uD  o 

Rev.  A€C  A —or  var. 

no  y 

T K 
H A 
C C 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor  wearing  stemma,  short  military  tunic, 
breastplate,  and  sagion;  holds  in  left  hand  sword,  resting  over  shoulder, 
and  in  right,  sheath,  point  downward. 
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Type  B 
Obv. 

Head  of  cherub  with  four  wings;  triangle  of  three  pellets  in  field  to  either 
side. 

ITD  O 

A A 

Rev.  € y — or  var. 

C K 

n 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor  wearing  stemma,  divitision,  and  chlamys; 
holds  in  right  hand  labarum-headed  scepter,  and  in  left,  globus  cruciger. 

Type  C 

Obv.  © in  field. 

Bust  of  St.  George,  beardless  and  nimbate,  wearing  tunic,  breastplate  and 

sagion;  holds  in  right  hand  spear  resting  over  shoulder,  and  in  left,  shield. 

IUJ  O 
AGC  AW 

Rev.  no  K — or  var. 

A 

C 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor  wearing  stemma,  divitision,  collar-piece, 
jewelled  loros  of  simplified  type,  and  sagion ; holds  in  right  hand  labarum 
on  long  shaft,  and  in  left,  anexikakia. 


Type  D 
Obv. 

Cross  within  crescent-shaped  ornament  decorated  with  pellets. 

Rev.  IUfA€Cn  — or  var. 

Half-length  figure  of  emperor  wearing  stemma,  divitision,  collar-piece, 
and  panelled  loros  of  simplified  type;  holds  in  right  hand  labarum-head- 
ed scepter,  and  in  left,  globus  surmounted  by  patriarchal  cross. 


Type  E 

Obv.  1C  XC  in  field. 

Bust  of  Christ,  beardless  and  nimbate,  wearing  tunic  and  colobion;  holds 
scroll  in  left  hand. 
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Rev.  O 

A 

y 


Full-length  figure  of  emperor,  wearing  stemma,  divitision,  collar-piece, 
and  jewelled  loros  of  simplified  type;  holds  in  right  hand  labarum  on 
long  shaft,  and  in  left,  globus  surmounted  by  patriarchal  cross. 


Type  F 

Obv.  * * in  field. 

Figure  of  Virgin  nimbate,  orans,  wearing  tunic  and  maphorion,  turned 
slightly  to  right. 

Rev.  10IA6C  OAy 

Full-length  figure  of  emperor  wearing  stemma,  divitision,  and  jewelled 
loros  of  simplified  type;  holds  in  right  hand  labarum-headed  scepter, 
and  in  left,  globus  surmounted  by  patriarchal  cross,  which  he  holds  by 
the  shaft. 

********************************************************************* 


PESTTHALER 


This  Pestthaler  or  Joachimstaler,  struck  by  the  followers  of  Joachim 
of  FI  oris,  was  struck  in  1579.  It  is  one  of  the  earliest  dollar  size 
coins  and  has  on  its  obverse,  within  two  rings  of  inscriptions,  St. 
John  crucified  among  his  followers.  The  reverse  shows  Aesculapius' 
staff  among  the  sick,  within  two  rings  of  inscriptions. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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Numismatic  Extracts  from  Selected  Literature 


Currency.  In  many  of  the  remoter  districts  of  Further  India,  and  on  the 
borders  of  South-West  China,  lumps  of  silver,  the  shape  and  weight  of 
which  vary  in  different  localities,  are  still  in  use  as  money,  though  the 
British  Indian  rupee  and,  to  a less  extent,  the  French  piastre,  are  replac- 
ing them  by  degrees.  Some  of  these  uncouth  coins  are  simply  casts  of  the 
small  iron  pans  in  which  the  metal  has  been  melted,  others  are  small  bars 
bent  and  twisted  into  a more  or  less  uniform  shape,  and  others  again  are 
small  pieces  of  uniform  weight  cut  off  from  a thin  cylindrical  bar  of  silver. 
About  a century  ago  the  money  of  Siam  consisted  of  rounded  lumps  of  gold 
or  silver,  roughly  resembling  small  sections  of  cylindrical  bars,  bent  by 
hammering  until  the  ends  approach  each  other,  and  stamped  on  the 
convex  surface  with  a Siamese  crow  or  a "Chakr"  or  other  royal  emblem. 
These  coins  were  usually  made  of  four  sizes  in  silver,  the  commonest 
about  equal  to  a rupee  in  weight  and  the  others  a half,  a quarter,  and  an 
eighth  of  the  same.  The  first  was  called  baht,  known  to  Europeans  as  a 
"Tical",  the  second  song  saleung,  the  third  saleung,  and  the  fourth  fuang. 
A piece  call  tamleung  equal  to  four  baht  was  also  made  but  only  in  small 
numbers.  Coins  of  similar  shape,  but  of  gold,  represented  higher  values, 
one  being  equal  to  twenty,  another  to  ten,  and  another  to  five  baht. 


Early  in  the  nineteenth  century  flat  silver  coins  were  made  in  Bangkok, 
but  these  were  more  in  the  nature  of  an  experiment  than  of  a genuine 
currency,  and  interest  as  curiosities,  were  never  seriously  put  into  circula- 
tion. In  1861,  however,  a small  mint  for  coining  flat  money  was  set  up  in 
the  Palace,  and  in  the  following  year  flat  coins  corresponding  to  all  the 
above  mentioned  values  were  issued,  bearing  on  one  face  a Royal  Siamese 
crown  and  on  the  other  the  effigy  of  an  elephant  surrounded  by  the 
"Chakr"  or  sacred  wheel.  An  issue  of  flat  gold  coins  was  attempted  but 
was  very  restricted  and,  as  it  was  found  that  the  coins  soon  disappeared 
from  circulation,  being  melted  down  or  worn  as  jewelry,  the  issue  was 
stopped  altogether  and  the  silver  baht,  or  tical,  became  the  most  general 
form  of  currency.  Moreover,  it  was  difficult  to  procure  gold  for  minting 
purposes,  while  silver  could  always  be  obtained  by  the  simple  process  of 
melting  down  silver  dollars  imported  from  Singapore,  three  of  which  made 
five  ticals.  And  thus  Siam  naturally  fell  into  line  with  the  other  States  of 
the  East  and  Far  East  as  a country  with  a silver  standard  currency. 
Large  sums  of  money  were,  and  still  are,  considered  in  so  many  chang,  an 
amount  not  represented  by  any  single  coin  but  consisting  of  eighty  ticals. 
Old  gold  coins,  both  round  and  flat,  are  now  much  in  request  for  making 
cuff-links,  watch-pendants  and  other  jewelry,  and  it  is  probable  that  a 
good  many  are  manufactured  by  enterprising  jewelers  to  meet  this 
demand.  Formerly  the  only  currency  of  lower  value  than  the  silver  fuang, 
or  one-eighth  of  a tical  was  represented  by  cowrie  shells,  or  bia,  of  which 
several  hundred  were  required  to  equal  on  tical,  but  about  the  date  when 
flat  silver  money  was  first  made,  a copper  coinage  was  introduced  consist- 
ing of  the  song  phai,  the  phai,  the  att  and  the  solot  or  lot,  equal  respective- 
ly to  half,  a quarter,  an  eighth  and  a sixteenth  of  a fuang.  Of  these  the 
phai  and  att  came  into  common  use,  but  not  very  many  of  the  other  two 
were  put  into  circulation. 
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From  time  to  time  new  machinery  and  dies  were  introduced  and  gradually 
the  coinage  improved.  In  the  last  reign  the  effigy  of  the  king  first  ap- 
)eared  on  both  silver  and  copper  coins,  the  reverse  side  of  the  former 
)eing  filled  with  the  Siamese  Royal  arms  and  of  the  latter  with  a full 
ength  figure  of  a Th^wada,  or  angel,  seated  in  an  attitude  similar  to  that 
of  the  Britannia  on  an  English  pennj',  but  with  the  trident,  shield  and 
other  details  of  the  latter  represented  by  Siamese  equivalents. 

Long  ago  it  was  realized  that  the  division  of  the  tical  into  sixty-four  parts, 
though  identical  with  the  system  of  coinage  division  in  use  in  British 
India,  is  but  a clumsy  arrangement,  and  more  than  once  the  Government 
proposed  to  introduce  a subsidiary  coinage  based  on  the  decimal  system. 
About  1898  copper  coin  equal  to  one-hundredth  part  of  a tical  was  made  in 
large  quantities  to  the  order  of  the  then  Minister  of  Finance,  but  circum- 
stances prevented  its  being  brought  into  use,  and  for  many  years  it  lay 
forgotten  in  the  Treasury  vaults.  The  Gold  Standard  Law  of  1908,  howev- 
er, legalized  this  coin,  call  satang,  the  Pali  for  "a  hundredth  part",  and 
also  nickel  coins  of  five  and  ten  satang  value,  all  of  which  were  put  into 
circulation  in  that  year.  The  old  copper  coinage  was  not  simultaneously 
withdrawn  or  demonetized  and  a certain  amount  of  confusion  prevailed 
while  the  two  systems  remained  in  force  together,  but  matters  righted 
themselves  in  time;  the  att  and  fuang  disappearing  gradually  and  leaving 
the  decimal  subsidiary  coinage  firmly  established.  The  satang  coins  of  all 
three  denominations  are  of  a uniform  design,  consisting  of  a "Chakr"  or 
sacred  wheel  on  one  face  and  the  words  "Siam  Raj"  with  the  value  of  the 
coin  on  the  other.  The  coins  are  pierced  through  the  center,  which  permits 
of  their  being  threaded  on  a cord  for  convenience  of  carriage  and  of  count- 
ing. 

In  the  year  1902  a new  royal  mint  was  built  and  equipped  at  considerable 
expense,  but  owing  to  defective  management  the  issues  of  coin  from  it 
were  for  a long  time  not  so  good  as  those  from  the  old  establishment.  A 
gradual  improvement  has,  however,  at  length  been  affected  and  the  silver 
money  now  turned  out  is  as  good  as  the  average  elsewhere.  The  nickel 
and  copper  subsidiary  currency  was  not  usually  minted  locally,  and  during 
the  war,  supplies  from  abroad  being  cut  off,  much  trouble  was  caused  by 
the  lack  of  it.  Nickel  money  practically  disappeared  from  circulation  while 
copper  rose  in  value  until  at  one  time  only  sixty-five  satangs  could 
commonly  be  obtained  from  one  tical.  In  1919  the  situation  was  relieved 
by  purchases  from  Europe  and  by  the  minting  of  several  millions  of  copper 
satangs  in  the  local  mint,  but,  so  late  as  1921,  the  subsidiary  coin  in  circu- 
lation was  still  below  requirements. 


Taken  from  Siam  3d  ed  by  W.A.  Graham 
(London:  1924)  pages  343  to  347. 

(Submitted  by  Bruce  Smith) 
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BOOK  NEWS  & REVIEWS 


REGIONAL  COINS  IN  EASTERN  MACEDONIA  1880-1910  by  Nik. 
Roudemetof.  146  pp.,  profusely  illustrated  in  color  and 
black  and  white  photographs  of  the  coins,  with  drawings  of 
the  countermarks.  Stiff  paper  covers,  7"  x 10"  (Text  is  in 
the  Greek  language).  Published  by  the  author,  Kavala,  1991. 
Available  from  NUMISMATA  ORIENTALI A , P.O.  Box  212,  Tenafly, 
N.J.,  07670.  Price  is  $14.00  postpaid. 

The  numismatic  literature  on  the  subject  of  demonetized 
Ottoman  copper  coins  countermarked  for  use  in  villages  and 
districts  by  local  Greek  Church  authorities  has  been 
carefully  studied  in  the  past  twenty  years.  Especially  after 
the  publication  in  1974  of  the  pioneer  work  by 
Lachman/MacKenzie , Countermarked  Copper  Coins  of  the  Ottoman 
Empire  1880-1922,  which  remains  the  foremost  guide  to  the 
marks  found  on  such  coins  with  their  meanings  and 
attributions . 

It  is  a pleasure  to  report  the  publication  of  a new  scholarly 
work  in  the  Greek  language  by  Mr.  Roudemetof,  a numismatist 
living  in  Kavala,  who  has  studied  and  collected  these  scarce 
coins  for  many  years. 

His  book,  which  is  a specialized  study  of  the  coins  stamped 
in  a small  region  of  Greece,  is  superbly  illustrated  with 
both  color  and  black  and  white  coin  photographs,  many  of 
which  are  enlargements,  accompanied  by  drawings  of  the  marks 
which  are  fully  described  with  names  of  the  churches  issuing 
them. 

An  introductory  chapter  concerns  the  economics  of  the  Ottoman 
Empire  at  the  time  the  countermarking  commenced,  followed  by 
another  chapter  on  the  recognition  of  the  regional  coins  from 
Kavala,  and  nine  places  in  Thasos  testified  by  the  Theologos 
Codex  (1902);  and  for  the  coins  from  Drama  with  reference  to 
the  Tsataltza  Codex  (1842-1915)  and  the  Visotsani  Codex 
(1906-33)  which  concern  Kali  Vrisi,  Kallithea,  and  Petroysa; 
and  finally  of  Serres,  the  town,  and  Nigrita,  Surpa,  and 
Alistrati . 

The  author  has  added  a useful  six  page  bibliography  of 
articles  and  references  published  in  Greek  and  foreign 
journals  from  1903-1986.  The  publication  of  this  excellently 
produced  work  will  certainly  contribute  greatly  to  the 
on-going  study  of  the  countermarks — a "backwater"  of 
numismatics  ingeniously  developed  in  various  Greek 
communities  as  a solution  to  the  problem  of  a lack  of  small 
change  after  the  copper  coinage  was  demonitized  by  the 
Ottoman  decree  in  1880. 

Reviewed  by  Kenneth  Mackenzie. 
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Coinage  of  the  Bhonsla  Rajas  of  Nagpur  by  Prashant  P. 
Kulkarni  Published  by  Indian  Coin  Society,  Nagpur,  1990. 
Hardcover,  xi  pp.,  261  pp.,  profusely  illustrated  with 
drawings,  photographs,  maps,  and  genealogical  table. 
Available  from  Indian  Coin  Society,  Pethkar  Road,  Mahal, 

Nagpur-440  002,  India. 

The  foreword  of  this  impressive  work,  featuring  the 

commentary  of  Stan  Goran  of  the  Oriental  Numismatic  Society, 
states  succinctly  why  this  book  is  of  particular  interest. 
Mr.  Goran  observed  that  the  "Bhonsla  rulers  of  Nagpur  and 
Orissa  were  among  the  most  powerful  and  important  of  their 
time.  Their  territories  were  extensive,  as  was  there 
involvement  in  contemporary  politics.  Like  many  of  the 

ruling  houses  of  18th  and  19th  century  India,  the  Bhonslas 
issued  their  own  coinage,  from  a number  of  mints.  Until  now, 
little  research  has  been  undertaken  into  the  minting 

activities  of  the  Bhonsla  state  and  even  less  has  been 
published  on  the  subject.  The  dearth  of  activity  and 

information  has  now  been  remedied.  Having  successfully 
tracked  down  the  unpublished  records  and  reports  of  the 

Nagpur  Mint  . . . Prashant  Kulkarni  has  been  able  to  use 

these  to  put  together  a cohesive  account  of  an  important  era 
in  Bhonsla  minting  activity.  He  has  been  able  to  identify 
the  different  coin  issues  of  the  Nagpur  Mint  and  the 

mint-masters  who  were  responsible  for  their  production." 

The  scope  of  the  work  is,  perhaps,  best  illustrated  by 
briefly  detailing  some  of  the  chapters  contained  in  the  book. 
There  is  a chapter  on  the  history  of  the  Bhonsla  Kingdom 
which  features  an  admirable  exposition  of  the  kingdom's 
history  and  development.  This  chapter  is  especially  useful 
to  those  who,  like  the  reviewer,  are  uninitiated  in  the  finer 
points  of  Indian  history.  There  is  a chapter  on  mint  towns 
which  details  a brief  description  and  history  of  seventeen 
known  mint  towns  and  their  respective  coinage.  Another 
chapter  on  counterfeit  coins  contains  a brief  but  fascinating 
discussion  of  the  types  of  counterfeiting  encountered  and 
official  efforts  to  combat  them.  A chapter  on  mintmasters 
provides  an  interesting  account  of  the  various  mintmasters 
and  their  tenure  at  the  Nagpur  Mint.  Additional  chapters 
cover  such  diverse  subjects  as  countermarks,  statistical 
observations,  and,  of  course,  the  catalogue  of  coins. 
Finally,  the  reviewer  would  be  remiss  if  the  presence  of  a 
particularly  noteworthy  appendix  (containing  mint  records), 
and  exhaustive  bibliography  were  not  noted.  Further,  the 

work  is  well-indexed  and  the  photography  is  adequate. 

Specialists  will  definitely  wish  to  acquire  this  book. 
Others  will  profit  from  reviewing  it  if  for  no  other  reason 
than  it  demonstrates  remarkable  scholarship.  Mr.  Kulkarni 
has  kindly  donated  a copy  of  the  work  to  the  NI  library  and 
this  reviewer  encourages  members  to  utilize  its  availability. 

Reviewed  by  Donald  S.  Yarab. 
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COIN  TYPES:  Their  Origin  and  Development  700  B.C.  - 1604  A . D . 
by  George  MacDonald.  Reprint  of  the  original  1905  edition 
published  in  Glasglow,  275  pp. , 10  plates.  Argonaut, 
Chicago,  1969.  Available  from  Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Avenue 
N. , Virginia,  MN  55792.  Price  is  $20.00  plus  $2.00  postage. 

This  book  has  its  origins  in  six  lectures  delivered  to  what 
author  MacDonald,  then  Honorary  Curator  of  the  Hunterian  Coin 
Cabinet  at  the  University  of  Glasglow,  called  a "general 
audience"  when  they  were  given  in  Scotland  in  1905  . He 
attempted  to  answer  several  questions  so  basic  that  we  almost 
never  ask  them:  What  is  "money"  and  what  constitutes  a 
"coin"?  What  is  the  difference  between  a "type"  and  a 
"symbol"?  As  the  author  states:  "The  mark  whose  presence 
constitutes  a coin  is  spoken  of  by  numismatists  as  a 'type'  . 
. . . The  oldest  coins  of  all  have  but  a single  type.  At  a 
very  early  period,  however,  it  became  customary  to  have  two 
types,  one  upon  each  side  of  the  coin.  We  are  thus  called 
upon  to  distinguish  between  'obverse'  and  'reverse'."  This 
method  of  elemental  introduction  eventually  lends  the  reader 
to  a far  greater  understanding  of  coinage  than  any  other 
method  could. 

After  discussing  the  technical  differences  between 
obverse/reverse  and  type/symbol  in  terms  of  the  methods  of 
striking  used  in  the  ancient  world,  two  theories  on  the 
origins  of  representative  money,  or  coins,  are  presented:  the 
theory  of  religious  origins  and  the  commercial  theory,  which 
stated  that  the  earliest  coins  bore  representations  of  their 
equivalent  value.  For  example,  as  ox  might  appear  on  an 
early  Roman  bronze  plate,  or  aes  grave . Supposedly,  this 
signified  the  original  value  of  the  piece,  one  ox,  in  a more 
convenient  form  for  trade  in  ever  more  international  markets. 

Both  theories,  which  were  developed  and  fiercely  defended  by 
their  adherents  throughout  the  19th  century,  are  shown  by 
MacDonald  to  be  seriously  flawed  since  they  were  neither 
all-inclusive  nor  did  they  explain  the  differentiation  into 
denominations  whose  development  was  continuous,  especially 
among  the  ancient  Greeks.  How  can  one  account  for 
representations  of  elephants  within  cultures  which  certainly 
did  not  use  the  elephant  as  a basic  unit  of  trade?  Or  the 
fact  that  coins  valued  at  half  the  original  unit  failed  to 
show  half  an  ox,  but  rather  the  same  animal  in  a 
(necessarily)  smaller  format?  Were  they  worth,  as  the 
commercial  theorists  were  forced  to  conjecture,  a smaller  ox? 
(And,  as  the  author  adds  tongue  in  cheek,  upon  what  sort  of 
scales  were  they  weighed?)  MacDonald's  attitude  toward  any 
and  all  "constrictive"  or  straitjacket  theories  of  his  age 
tends  to  be  more  one  of  levity  than  censure,  and  makes  for 
very  entertaining  reading.  In  their  place  he  offers  a more 
realistic  explanation:  "In  endeavoring  to  discover  the  chief 
motives  that  have  governed  the  selection  of  types  . . . we 
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must  be  prepared  to  find  them  complex  and  various.  I propose 
to  group  them  under  four  main  heads  - the  decorative 
influence,  the  imitative  influence,  the  commemorative 
influence,  and  the  religious  influence." 

The  balance  of  the  book  is  largely  a treatise  on  just  what 
roles  these  "influences"  played  in  the  coinages  of  the 
Greeks,  Romans,  Roman  Colonial  or  "Imperial"  moneyers,  the 
obviously  imitative  barbaric  coinages  of  the  Dark  ages, 
Byzantine  versus  Islamic  coinage,  etc.  He  does  not  attempt 
to  carry  on  to  the  present  day  (Victorian/Edwardian) 
coinages,  which  he  dismisses  as  hopelessly  "Bourgeois,"  but 
rather  stops  at  the  point  where  the  silver  penny  had  become 
the  standard  unit  of  Central  Europe  and  Britain,  deriving  as 
it  did  from  the  Roman  denarius.  Mention  is  also  made  of  the 
rebirth  of  gold  coinage  at  the  close  of  the  Middle  Ages,  in 
the  form  of  the  ducats  or  florins  of  Northern  Italy, 
especially  of  13th  century  Venice,  themselves  an  extension  of 
the  Byzantine  solidus. 

If  this  work  puts  the  modern  reader  at  a disadvantage  where 
the  author  displays  his  linguistic  prowess,  (and  that  of  his 
audience,  presumably)  quoting  ancient  Greek,  Latin,  and  the 
various  European  languages  with  seemingly  wild  abandon,  it 
makes  up  for  this  tendency  through  the  author's  gift  for 
writing  in  straightforward,  logical  prose,  his  use  of 
illustrations  strewn  throughout  the  text,  culminating  in  a 
series  of  clear  photographic  plates  and  well-ordered  indices. 

Available  in  its  present,  low-cost  reprinted  format,  this 
work  has  a great  deal  to  recommend  it  to  present  day 
numismatists,  historians,  art  historians,  and  the  merely 
curious.  It  is  always  a pleasure  to  me  when  a book  such  as 
this,  reprinted  over  twenty  years  ago  with  a retail  price 
then  of  $30,  is  reintroduced  into  the  market  at  a price  far 
less  than  it  was  originally  offered  for.  I believe  such  an 
event  is  easily  as  important  as  the  publication  of  a new  book 
of  equal  merit. 

Reviewed  by  David  B.  Fiero. 


* * **■*•■*•****  ******  **■*■**★*■*■*  ******  ***************  ************  ******  ★■*•**  ■*•■**** 


ORICHALCUM 


Orichalcum,  a brass  that  is  rich  in  zinc  and  resembling  gold  in  color, 
was  considered  to  be  precious  by  the  ancient  Greeks.  Orichalcum 
literally  means  mountain  copper  and  was  used  by  the  Romans,  in  the 
early  empire,  for  Sestertii,  Dupondii  and  the  Semis  that  equalled  two 
copper  Quadrantes. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

William  Snyder,  P.  0.  Box  1242,  Cookeville,  TN  38503:  Dramatically 

mis-struck  (Double  strikes,  Brockages,  and  major  Off  Centers)  coins  of 
the  World  WANTED.  Will  buy  or  trade.  Let  me  know  what  you  have  and 
what  you  need,  or  send  for  immediate  response/payment. 

Rich  Hartzog,  P.  0.  Box  4143BEC,  Rockford,  IL  61110-0643:  WORLD 

COUNTERMARKS  wanted  for  photography  ONLY.  We  are  seeking  pieces  un- 
listed or  unpictured  in  Brunk,  Merchant  Countermarks  on  World  Coins. 
Please  WRITE  FIRST  with  description.  I will  pay  postage  both  ways  for 
the  opportunity  to  photograph  your  pieces.  We  are  currently  seeking 
MERCHANT  countermarks  for  the  Supplement. 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  WANTED  - 

Information  on  French  Indo  China  KM  21a. 1 -1939'  Dots  10  Cent  Nickel 
Magnetic.  Does  anyone  else  have  one?  Was  this  where  nickel  blanks 
still  in  hopper  were  struck  with  dots?  There  could  be  many  or  just  a 
few. 

Phil  Wing,  P.  0.  Drawer  58204,  Cincinnati,  OH  45258:  British  Coins 

Wanted  - All  hammered  silver  and  gold  coins  Fine  and  Better.  All 
silver  coins  1660-1760  V F or  better.  All  gold  Guineas  VF  or  better. 
Will  buy  for  cash  or  trade  for  other  coins.  Please  send  or  write. 

NI  ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Service  will  accept  items 

for  attribution.  Please  refer  to  page  201  of  the  September,  1990  issue 
for  rules  regarding  items  sent  in,  or  write  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Attribution  Service  at  the  regular  Dallas  address  before  sending  items. 

********************************************************************** 

POOR  PHILIPPE:  Philippe  D'Auvergne,  attaining  the  rank  of  vice 

admiral  in  the  British  Navy,  fought  against  the  colonists  in  the 
American  Revolutionary  War.  He  also  defended  the  Channel  Islands 
against  the  French  troops  during  their  Revolutionary  and  Napoleonic 
eras . 

The  Duke  de  Bouillon,  among  Europe's  wealthiest  individuals  at  the 
time,  chose  Philippe  D'Auvergne  to  inherit  his  Duchy  of  Bouillon. 

After  Napoleon's  defeat  in  1815,  the  duchy  merged  into  the  newly 
formed  Kingdom  of  the  Netherlands.  And  D'Auvergne  was  denied  his 
inheritance . 

D'Auvergne,  the  ( almost ) Duke  de  Bouillon,  was  honored  for  his  part 
in  the  American  Revolution.  Now  he  is  honored  for  his  part  in  the 
French  Revolution.  Both  exploits  were  commemorated  with  two  Isle  of 
Jersey  stamp  issues  in  recent  years.  But  no  coins... yet. 

I thought  you  might  like  to  read  about  this  unfortunate  fellow  who 
almost  became  the  Duke  de  Bouillon,  a French  dukedom  with  so  much 
history.  How  come  he's  honored  by  stamps  but  NOT  Coins  — the 
(almost)  Duke  de  Bouillon. 


(Submitted  by  Fred  Drost,  NLG,  NI-HLM) 
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